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professor who would not be struck dumb with awe at the
prospect of daily seeing the heir to the Imperial Throne
among his pupils.

The plan of the Crown Princess was a harsh one. It went
hand in hand with those effective lessons in horse-back
riding. William, congenitally shy, and shrinking from too
close contact with strangers on account of his infirmity,
would have to submit to the torture of the closest inspection
from boys of the people, all of whom would have a physical
advantage and some, doubtless, a mental advantage over the
pupil who was going to be their Emperor. William was
proud enough ; she knew that. Faced by such a situation,
William would simply have to shine somehow ; or, at least,
his Hohenzollern obstinacy would make him strain his
faculties to the utmost, which should have a beneficial
strengthening influence on his character. The Crown
Princess was also taken with the notion that he should
receive a truly Liberal education, since he was one day to be
a great Liberal Emperor, the worthy successor of his father,
who would soon be the first great Liberal Emperor.

There was still another reason. The Crown Princess
wanted to get William away as much as possible from the
atmosphere of Berlin and Potsdam. For that air was
poisoned with the pernicious' Old Prussianism * of Bismarck
and his Emperor. She could not prevent William's seeing
his grandfather, but she was not at all happy about the
intimate meetings which the old Emperor was now contriving
with his grandson.

The Crown Prince and Princess travelled a good deal, for
their own amusement or on public business, and when the
parents were away it was a habit of the Emperor to invite
his grandson to dine with him tete~cL-tetet and to inspire him
with Hohenzollern ideas which were anything but Liberal
in outlook. In fact, on these intimate occasions William at
a most impressionable age walked right into the heart of the
Bismarck influence, and from words the boy let drop his
mother did not doubt that he found the experience
enthralling.